March 8, 2007

The relationship between the United
States and Mexico is among our most
important in the world. Getting it
right is vital to advancing our core
economic and security interests. To do
that, a great deal of work needs to be
done. Mexico is making strong efforts
to address the drug trade and is work-
ing cooperatively with the TUnited
States on a number of security issues.
But our complex relationship with
Mexico has become captive to a single
issue: the immigration debate in our
country.

There is consensus that our immigra-
tion system is broken. It is past time
to fix it, and I am proud of my own sup-
port for a workable solution. We need a
comprehensive approach to illegal im-
migration that stops the flow of illegal
immigrants across our borders, better
manages immigration flows going for-
ward, and deals fairly with the illegal
immigrants already living and working
in our country. A workable solution
will require bipartisan support, and I
will work to build it. The President has
consistently voiced his support, for
comprehensive immigration reform. It
is my hope that upon his return from
Mexico he will get to work, converting
his words into deeds to help push com-
prehensive immigration reform for-
ward.

A great deal of work needs to be
done. We need to restore U.S. relations
in the hemisphere. We need to consoli-
date the gains that have been made in
the sweeping change of the last few
years. We need to sustain our commit-
ment to democracy, to social justice,
and to opportunity for our neighbors to
the south. The Western Hemisphere is
too important to our core economic
and security interests to be treated
with the neglect and mismanagement
that have defined the past 6 years. It is
my hope that President Bush’s trip
marks the opening of a new chapter of
cooperation and partnership a chapter
of partnership with our neighbors to
promote democracy with social and
economic development for the benefit
of all of us who live in the Americas. It
is time for the United States to re-
claim and renew its historic role as a
leader in the hemisphere and an exam-
ple of hope for all who seek oppor-
tunity in the Americas.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

HOT SPRINGS NATIONAL PARK

e Mr. PRYOR. Mr. President, it is with
the greatest pleasure that today I
honor Hot Springs National Park,
which will soon be celebrating its 175th
anniversary. Hot Springs is a magical
place which has brought great distinc-
tion to my State because of its history
and because of the allure it has held for
generations of visitors.

On April 20, 1832, President Andrew
Jackson and the U.S. Congress estab-
lished Hot Springs Reservation in order
to protect the 47 hot springs flowing

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

from the southwestern slope of Hot
Springs Mountain. In 1921, it was re-
named Hot Springs National Park and
became America’s 18th national park.
Hot Springs remains the first protected
area in the Nation.

People have used the hot springs for
more than 200 years to treat illnesses
and to relax. The reservation eventu-
ally developed into a well-known resort
nicknamed, ‘“The American Spa,”’ be-
cause it attracted not only the wealthy
but also indigent health seekers from
around the world. In fact, their motto
was, ‘““We Bathe the World.”

Eight historic bathhouses make up
‘“Bathhouse Row’” with the Fordyce
Bathhouse housing the park’s visitor
center. The entire ‘‘Bathhouse Row”
area is a National Historic Landmark
District that contains the grandest col-
lection of bathhouses of its kind in
North America. It was placed on the
National Register of Historic Places on
November 13, 1974.

On April 20, 2007, Hot Springs Na-
tional Park and the Nation will cele-
brate 175 years of preserving our nat-
ural resources. I urge my colleagues to
join me in continuing to protect our
great American treasures, one of the
greatest of which is Hot Springs Na-
tional Park.e

NATIONAL ENGINEERS FUTURE
CITY COMPETITION

e Mr. VITTER. Mr. President, today I
wish to recognize Jake Bowers, Emily
Ponti, and Krisha Sherburne of St.
Thomas More School in Baton Rouge,
LA. They are the winners of the 2007
National Engineers Future City Com-
petition, and I would like to take a mo-
ment to recognize these talented stu-
dents in their tireless effort.

Starting in September, 30,000 en-
trants from 1,000 schools began across
the country working on their future
cities for the National Engineers Fu-
ture City Competition under the guid-
ance of professional engineers in their
local communities. In January the en-
trants were narrowed down to 105 stu-
dents from 35 schools to go to the na-
tionals in Washington, DC. St. Thomas
More School was one of these talented
groups to be chosen.

This hard-working group presented
their future city of Mwinda in the
Congo Republic with the guidance of
their teacher Mrs. Shirley Newman,
their engineer mentor Mr. Guy
Macarios, and the help of Mr. Eric
Ponti. The future city design featured
renewable energy resources to power
the city and hydrogen-powered hover
cars and buses to transport citizens
around the city. St. Thomas More has
made it to the nationals in this com-
petition for the fourth time and is
their second national win.

I applaud the students from St.
Thomas More School for this great
honor and wish them continued success
in their academic career.e®
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MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Ms. Evans, one of his
secretaries.

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting nominations which
were referred to the Committee on
Armed Services.

(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

———

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

The following message from the
President of the United States was
transmitted to the Senate:

———

REPORT ON THE CONTINUATION
OF THE NATIONAL EMERGENCY
WITH RESPECT TO IRAN THAT
WAS DECLARED ON MARCH 15,
1995—PM 9

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States, together with an accompanying
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs:

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (60 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, prior to the
anniversary date of its declaration, the
President publishes in the Federal Reg-
ister and transmits to the Congress a
notice stating that the emergency is to
continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this pro-
vision, I have sent the enclosed notice
to the Federal Register for publication,
stating that the Iran emergency de-
clared on March 15, 1995, is to continue
in effect beyond March 15, 2007.

The crisis between the United States
and Iran constituted by the actions and
policies of the Government of Iran that
led to the declaration of a national
emergency on March 15, 1995, has not
been resolved. The actions and policies
of the Government of Iran are contrary
to the interests of the United States in
the region and pose a continuing un-
usual and extraordinary threat to the
national security, foreign policy, and
economy of the United States. For
these reasons, I have determined that
it is necessary to continue the national
emergency declared with respect to
Iran and maintain in force comprehen-
sive sanctions against Iran to respond
to this threat.

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE, March 8, 2007.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 11:54 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
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